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Mr. Faulkner, 
Received from you, a Manuſcript, 
ſent, as you tell me, by ſome 
untnoaun Hand, entitled, A Dil- 
courſe upon the Tillage of Ire- 
land; of which you defire my Judg- 
ment : In Anſwer, I do aſſure you, 
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A LETTER, Ge 


5 I think it extremely well avrit, and 
agli be of the greateſt Advantage 


Mabe 


zo the Kingdom, if there *were Vir- 


tue enough among us to follow the 
Author's Advice, as I heartily aviſb. 


JT am, Str, 
Your red Friend, 
and Servant, 
J. SWIFT. 


Deanry-Houſe, 
Dec. I3, J 737. 


Pa las Po —— 


SOME 


THOUGHTS 


Tillage of Ireland * 


mrs SHALL not take up 
| the Readers Time, by 
an Apology for the fol- 
lowing Remarks. If 
they be Juſt, they do not require 
any : If otherwiſe, no Apology 
can excuſe them. 

It 
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Tt will hardly be denied, that 
this Kingdom is at preſent, in a 


declining Way. Money is cer- 


tainly ſcarce; and Credit, weak. 
Rents, and H ler Debts, are ill 
paid. Landlords find the Poverty 


of their Tenants increaſing. The 


trading Part of our People, uni- 
verſally complain that our Caſh is 
exhauſted. Indeed, all Ranks and 
Orders of Men among us, are, 
more or leſs, ſenſible of our Po- 


verty. 
By looking . into the state 


of our Trade, for a few Years, it 


plainly appears, that our preſent 
Scarcity of Money hath been chief. 
ly occaſioned by the great Quan- 
tities of Corn we have lately im- 
ported, far exceeding; our former 
Importation, The Wheat, Bar- 
ley, Malt, Flower, and Oat-Meal, 
we imported for the three laſt 
Yours — at Lady-Day 1736, 

e amounted 
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amounted yearly to ſo large a Sum 


a8 1 08,031 L ; one Year with ano- 
ther: For the three precedii 
Years, they did not exceed 25950 


per Annum, at a Medium: And, 


ng 
| theſe undeniable Facts, it plainly 


oing further back, we ſeldom 
them much higher. From 


appears, that our Country would 
have been 246,243 1. richer, than 


it now B, if our Importation of 


Corn had not increaſed for the 
three laſt Years, and the other 
Branches of our Trade had conti- 
nued the ſame. This may ſeem 
but a ſmall Sum, when compared 


with Millions; the Wealth of a 


neighbouring Nation: But, it is 
a very large one to a People, 
whoſe whole circulating Coin hath 
not for many Years, been comput- 
ed at more than 500, ooo l. In- 


deed, we never were incumbered 


with any Redundancy of Wealth, 


— 


(4) 


in this Kingdom. Our Money, 


when in greateſt Plenty, aſſiſted 


by our Paper Credit, in its higheſt 
Pitch, was ſcarce ſufficient to car- 
ry on the Commerce of our Iſland. 


When this is conſidered, it will 


not ſeem at all ſurprizing, that 
the Loſs of almoſt one Half of 
our current Caſh, added to the 
Shocks our Paper-Credit ſuffered, 
about the ſame Time, and all in 


the Compaſs of three Years, hath 


ſo. greatly affected us. Three 
ſuch other Years, would, in all 
probability, be attended with Con- 
ſequences, not proper to be men- 


tioned. | 


I do not ſay, that our Want of 
Money is wholly to be. imputed, 


to the Sums we have. lately ſent 


out of the Kingdom for Corn. 
The Poverty of Ireland hath been 
an old and a juſt Complaint ;. and 


is, without doubt, the Effect of 


many 


y oo» 


„ 
many concurring Cauſes: But, 
our late ſudden Fall from Poverty 


to Beggary, can not, in my Opi- 


nion, be otherwiſe accounted for, 


than by the prodigious and ſud- 
den Increaſe, we have lately had, 
in our Importation of Corn; at a 
Time, when our Paper-Credit was 
not, in any Sort, capable of re- 
pairing the Loſs. e eee 

It is evident, that a Decay in 


the circulating Money of any 


Country, is a Diſeaſe in the poli- 
tical Body, of a mortal Nature, 
ſuch, as muſt end in the utter 


Ruin of the State, if ſome Reme- 


dy be not applyed. In our Caſe, 
the Cure may- ſeem eaſy. If our 
Money be exhauſted, by importing 
Foreign Corn; the Remedy ap- 
pears obvious; to enereaſe our 


own Tillage.” But, as that would 


leflen our Exportation of -Beef, 
Hides, Tallow, and the ather 
B 2 Coma 
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(5) 
Commodities ariſing from Paſture; 
and as ſome have doubted, whe= 
ther we would not thereby loſe 1n 
our Exports, as much as we ſhould 
ſave in our Imports; I ſhall en- 
deavour to clear up this Matter, 


by inquiring into the Profits reſ- 


prey arifing from Tillage and 
aſture: And herein, I ſhall con- 
fine my ſelf entirely to Paſture of 
black Cattle. 

Before I proceed, it may not 
be umproper to obſerve ; that 
there are two Ways of promoting 
Husbandry ; very different from 
each other : The one 1s, by en- 
couraging Tillage ; the other, by 
diſcouraging Palin, The latter 
may promote a Publick Good ; 
but, at the ſame Time, muſt hurt 
the private Property of many Per- 
ſons : The former is equally con- 
ducive to the ſame Good; without 


doing any private Injury. Hence, 
c I 


ä 

1 d it 2 that the In- 
uiry here propoſed, can not have 
. hurt thoſe, who 
now employ their Land in Paſture : 
For, whatever Evils, the Nation, 
upon a ſtrict Inquiry, may be 
found to ſuffer for Want of Til. 
lage; it 1s not to be imagined, 
that our Legiſlature would ever 
remedy thoſe Evils, by invading 
the Property of particular Perſons; 
when they can be as effectually 
remedied by other Means. c 
In comparing the Profit of Til- 
lage with that of Paſture, I ſhall 
not have any Regard to the pri- 
vate Gain of the Farmer : That 
depends on the Value of the Pro- 
duct, Allowance being firſt made 
for the Expence. of Labour; but 
the full Value of 'the Product, 
without any Deduction, is the 
National Gain. If we would 
know the private Gain of the Gra- 
Zier 


Zier or Plawman, we muſt deduct 
what he lays out in labouring his 
Farm, from the Money his Bul- 
locks or his Corn bring him: But, 
to know the publick Gain of the 
Nation, we muſt compute what 
we get from other Countries, by 
exporting thoſe Commodities ; or 
how much Money 1s kept in the 
Kingdom, by having ſuch Com- 
modities of our own Growth, for 
our home Conſumption. The La- 
bour of the Farm 1s, indeed, for 
the moſt Part a conſi derable Ex- 
pence to the Farmer, but not to the 
Publick; becauſe, the Money laid 
out, on that Account, is ſpent in 
the Kingdom. If the Commodi- 
ties of the Farm be exported; the 
full Price they are ſold at, to Fo- 
reigners, is ſo much clear Gain to 
the Nation: If they be conſumed 
in the Kingdom; the Money we 
ſhould have ſent out to foreign 
ts. | Countries 


(9) 
Countries for ſuch Commodities, 
if we had them not of our own 


Growth, 1s juſt ſo much ſaved to 
the Publick : , The Labour that 


produces them, 1s not a national 
| in a Country where ſo 
many Hands are unemployed... 
In order to ſhew the Influence 
of Tillage, on the national 
Wealth; I ſhall ficſt enquire into 
the Money, our black Cattle bring 
us from other Countries ; and then, 
compute the Gain we might rea- 
ſonably expect, by turning the 
Land to Tillage, that is at preſent, 
employed in feeding thoſe Cattle: 
In computing the Money brought 
into the Kingdom by our black 
Cattle, I ſhall not have any Re- 
gard to the Manufactures that de- 
pend on thoſe Cattle; ſuch as 
Leather, Candles and Soap: The 
Cattle we ſlaughter to ſupply us 
with Beef, for our home Conſump- 


tion 


— 4 


{ 10 ) 
tion, afford us more Hides and 
Tallow, than we. manufacture: 
As appears by comparing the Tal- 
low and green Hides we export, 
with our Exportation of Beef. 
The Offals may be alfo omitted ; 
becauſe, we do not uſually export 
them. There remains only the 
Beef, with the Hide and Tallow 
unmanufaQtured ; which, I think, 
may juſtly be. valued according to 
the Prices, ſuch Commodities are 
uſually ſold at, in this Kingdom; 
without Regard to foreign Mar- 
kets ; becauſe, thoſe Commodities 
are generally bought here, for the 
Uſe of foreign Merchants, and are 
_ exported on their Account: And, 
were it otherwiſe ; yet, that man- 
ner of valuing the Product of 
Paſture, could admit of no Ob- 
jection, in the preſent Caſe ; the 


Product of Tillage, in the follow- 


Ty 
ing Computation, being valued in 
the. ſame Manner. I 

Our Bullocks do not weigh five 
hundred Weight a-piece, one with 
another: And, the Price of Beef, 

in the ſlaughtering Seaſon, ſeldom 
exceeds ſeven or eight Shillings a | 
Hundred. But, to compute large- li 
ly, I ſhall allow five Hundred and | 
a Half for the Weight, and nine 
Shillings a Hundred for the Price; 
which, brings the Value of th 
Carcaſe to - 2 l. 98. 6d. 
Hides are uſually fold by 
Weight; the ſmall, * twelve 
to fourteen; and the large, from 
* eighteen to twenty . Shillings a 
Hundred. Small Hides uſually 
weigh, from half a Hundred to 
three Quarters : It is a large one .-M 
that comes to a hundred Weight. —— 
For theſe Reaſons, I believe, on = 
tation, fifteen or ſix- 
for a Hide, might 
C be 


a ſtrict Compu 
teen Shillings 


— —_ = ——_— = - ——__ — 4 
- WD —— 5; 3 — — — * — - * 2 — — 2 — — rm + rn IR 
A - b - n * - — — ” — — 4a, — 
— — r — 3 — 2 — Fae — — 
2 4 — — . — — — ta; . 9 ** 5 A 
— — — r — — N — 


5 . 75 
be found a juſt Medium, taking 


large and ſmall together But, to 


avoid all Colour of Objection, I 
ſhall value the Hides, one with an- 
other at twenty Shillings a- piece. 

As for the Tallow, I ſhall allow 
ſix Stone to a Bullock; which, at 


two Shillings and ſix Pence a 


Stone, comes to fifteen Shillings. 
Theſe ſeveral Sums being added 


together, amount to 41. 4s. 64d. 


Thus we find, that the Bullocks 
we ſlaughter for Exportation, on 
the higheſt Computation we can 
poſſibly make, bring the Nation, 
one with another, no more than 
41. 4s. 6d. a-piece. 

The next Thing we are to en- 


quire into, is, the Gain we might 


reaſonably expect, by turning the 
Land to Tillage, that is at pre- 


ſent employed in feeding ſuch 
Cattle. And here, to avoid Ob- 
jection, I ſhall make the Compu- 


tation 


VF 
tation ſo low, that T hope it will 
be allowed by all Perſons who un- 
derſtand Huſbandry, to fall ſhort 
of the real Value. 15 
Black Cattle uſually bring forth 
their Young, in the Spring-Sea- 
ſon; and nouriſh them by their 
Milk, for the firſt Year. The 
Graſs eaten by the-Young, during 
that Period, is inconſiderable. 
As for the Paſture 'of the Dam, 
it is, in moſt Places, fully recom- 
penſed by the Milk ſhe gives, over 
and above what is neceſſary for 
ſapport of the Calf. I ſhall there. 
fore, in the following Computati- 
on, omit the Land employed in 
feeding the Dam and her Young, 
for the firſt Year. " 
The Land on which young Cat- 
tle are paſtured, for the ſecond 
and third Years, is generally ſo 
coarſe, that we can not allow 
leſs than an Acre of it, Plantati- 
= on- 


(14) 
bn-Meaſure, for the ſecond Year, 
and two Acres for the third, to a 
Bullock of ſo large a Breed, as is 
mentioned in the - ns Com- 
putation. Though the Land, 
thus employed, generally affords 
but coarſe Paſture; yet, a great 
Part of it would bear good Oats, 
and in ſome Places, Barley, 
Wheat, or Rye, by proper Huſ- 
bandry: An Acre of it under 
Tillage, can not be ſuppoſed to 
yield leſs than fix Barrels of Oats ; 
and where it is fit for Winter- 
Corn, we may reaſonably expect 
four Barrels of Wheat or Rye, 
and ſix of Barley, from an Acre, 
beſides the Seed. We can not al- 
low leſs than three Shillings a Bar- 
rel for the Oats, four and ſix Pence 
for the Barley, ſeven for the Rye, 
and eleven for the Wheat: At 
thoſe Rates, ſuppoſing one third 
of the Ground to bear Wheat, 

ves #4 ig Barley, 


(2s) 


Barley, or Rye, and the other two 
Thirds, Oats; the Product, at a 
Medium, amounts to 1 l. 3s. an 
Acre; beſides the Straw; whieh 
I, on Purpoſe, omit; as a Re- 
compence for the Offals of black 
Cattle, omitted 1n the foregoing 
Computation, 4; 
Bullocks about three Years old, 
are uſually brought into better 
Ground; where they are general- 
ly kept about two Years and a 
half, and then ſlaughtered. In 
computing the Value of the Land 
employed during this Period, I 
think I may juſtly conſider it as 
three Years; in regard, that the 
Winter Graſs of the third Year is 
inconſiderable; and is more than 
recompenſed, by the extraordina- 
ry Expence that attends black Cat- 
tle in the laſt Seaſon, to fit them 
for Slaughter; being then put into 
the richeſt Land of the Farm, 
D185 which 


C 
which is ſingled out and ſet apart 
for that Purpoſe, and is kept up 
from all other Cattle for a conſi- 
derable Time before. 

For the three laſt Vears, I ſhall 
Mow no more than an Acre and a 
half to a Bullock, in the Year : : 
which, in moſt Places, wauld be 
found but a very ſcanty Allow. 
ance ; to maintain him both in 
Graſs and Hay. This, in three 
| Years, comes ta four Acres and a 
half. The Ju Fes of Land be- 

ing known; the Product of it, un- 
der Tillage, may be computed i in 
the following Manner. = 

The Land em ployed, during 
this Period, 1 very 
good ; and, in I Places, might 
reaſonably he ſuppoſed to vield, 
of Wheat, from eight to ten Bar- 
rels an Acre; and other Grain, in 
Proportion; . if not worn out, by 

too frequent Crops ; But, my In- 
i tention 


47 


tention wks to make the cent 
putation as low as poſſible; 

| ſhall compute no more than % 
Barrels of Wheat, to an Acre; 


5 nine, of Barley; and eight, of 5 
Oats ; beſides the Seed. On this 
Computation ſuppoſing one 


Third of the Ground, to bear 
Oats; and the other two Thirds, 


5 = ſeveral Rates above- mention- 


the Value of the Product, 

at a Medium, comes to 21. 38. 6d. 

an Acre. The Computation then, 

will Rand thus. 

The Land taken up in feeding 
a Bullock, being three Acres for 


the two firſt Years, and for the 
three laſt, four Acres and a half ; 3 


the dome, at the Rate of 11. 3 


an Acre, comes to 31. 98. ad 


the latter, at 2 I. 3s. 6d. an A- 
cre, to gl. 15 8. 300 In the 


whole, 
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27 whole, 13h. 45. od: But it be- 
7 J 54 ing requiſite in Husbandry, that 
55 Land under Tillage ſhould have 
proper Intervals of reſt; I ſhall 
2 _ ſuppoſe no more than one half of 
ſt under Corn, at the ſame Time; 
WW 37 and ſhall therefore, take no more 
5 . than one Half of the Sum above- 
1! 5 95 mentioned, which is 6L 12 8. 4 dt. 
| as the Value of the Product: Al- 
£4 4k though many of our Farmers in 
2. (the T illage-C ountries, generally 
bi _ Loop two Thirds of their Ground 
. 0 Pa — under Corn: It being the uſual 

6 if; _ Courſe of Husbandry, in many 
= Parts, to take two Crops in three 
* 5 Lears. 
= Thus we find, * our Paſture 
Ground, if wv wal Tillage, would, 

inſtead of a Bullock, worth at 
moſt but 41. 4s 64. bring us 
Corn to the Value of 61. 1 28. 4d#. 
on the loweſt Computation that 
can well be made. The Gain ap- 
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3 hy 41 78. 10 dg for e- 
very Bullock. I ſhall now com- 


pute ho- much that Gain would 

amount to, 1n the whole; if we 
ſhould rear no more black Cattle, 1 
than are — for our Hos 5 


Conſumption. 


It appears in our - Cuſtom-houſe s 


Books, that the Beef we exported 


for. the three laſt Years, ending at 


Lady-Day 1736, amounts to 
152,238 Barrels, in the Year, one 


Year with another. By this, we 


might compute the Number of 


Oxen ſlaughtered. yearly for Ex- 


portation, at 76119 ; an Ox be- 
ing generally allowed to fill two 
Barrels. But, to be as low as 
— in the Com utation; I 

| allow two Barrels and a half 


: = an Ox ; which brings the Num- 8 
ber of Queis to 60895-/ The 


Number of Oxen being thus 


the 


6, "v 2 


2 ; the National Gain from 
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the Tillage propoſed, may be rea- 
dily aſcertained : For, if the Pub- 
lick would gain 21. 78. 10 df. 
by converting the Land to Tillage, 
that 1s taken up in feeding one 
Ox, in ſo great a Number as 
60895, the Gain would amount 
to 145,767 l. 
It may, Aare be objetted, 
that all the Land — in 
feeding black Cattle for Exporta 
tion, is not Arable; and that we 
have a great. A e heathy, 
mountainous Land, in this King- 
dom; and fake: wet, mariſh 
Ground ; that can not be better 
employed, than! in Paſture of black 
Cattle. 
To this 1 Gee - our Land, 
of that Kind, might be employed 
in feeding Cattle for our home 
Conſumption. All the Bogs and 
Mountains in the Kingdom, would 
not be ſufficient for that Purpoſe. 
| "AS We 


[ 


(ar) 
We employ very little Land, at 
preſent, in Paſture of barren Cat- 
tle, that is not either naturally 
Arable, or capable of being made 
ſo, at a very ſmall Expence. 
There are not many grazin g Farms, 
of coarſer Ground, than the Moun- 
tains between Dundalk and 
Newry appeared to be, about 
twenty Years ago; yet we ſee a 
great deal of Ground reclaimed 
there, in the Compaſs of a few 
Years,.. and made good Arable 
Land, at a very {mall Expence, 
and without any extraordinary. 
Skill in Huſbandry, We have al- 
ſo ſome Examples, in this King- 
dom, of making Mariſhes and 
Bogs Arable by draining : And, 
if we cannot boaſt of many — 
ſtances of that Sort, it is not be- 
cauſe our Bogs are incapable of 5 
that Improvement. | 


F 451 


4 


I hre cbmpetsd the Phi "of 


55 5 Cattle, with that of Tillage, ot 


according to the common Method 


of Huſbandry, moſt in Uſe among 


us 5; and therefore, have omitted 
Graſs: Seeds : : Although we have 


: A Inſtances, where Land under Til- 


lage, hath, by Means of that Im- 


Provement, produced as much 


GBraſs, as when it was intirely ws 
der Paſture. I have alſo, for the 
ſame Reaſon, omitted the Uſe: of 
O!xen, in —_—— by wth, 
Ila 


Ws . - barren Cattle, and ge, 12 
= not only be made conſi ent, 


mutually uſeful and 1 improving 15 14 


" each other. Neither have 1 


any Regard to. the . 
ariſing from Manures; which 
would greatly add to the Bal- 
| lance in Favour of Tillage. - : 
We ſee what an immenſe Sum | 
| of Money, would be brought into 


Uo 2 che r 2 Drs by em- 


Ploying . 


n wh 
"os I 88 


loweſt Computation; over and a- 


2 the Money, at preſent, atiſ- 
ing from Paſture of that Natute: 
= all, by the plaineſt and moſt 

Method of Huſbandry ; 


without ahy of the Improvements 


in Tillage, that are already prac- 
tiſed 1 in many Parts; from Which, 


a vaſt additional Gain, could not 
il to ariſe. 5 


Perſons who turn their T bd 
to Computations of this Nature, 
e make them as favourable 
for their Purpoſe, as they juſtly 
1 hope, mine will not be 
SSadde fe, in that Light. The 
Profit of Tillage is, beyond 
doubt, vaſtly y greater; and, that 
of Paſture, Nach lefs than I Rare 
e chem: 1 over-yalue-the — 


can. 


: 5 And 1 in u Ti- i oY 
Ty F undet black - | 
Cattle for Exportati6n : No leſs 

than 145;5671. 8 8. 12 d. on the —_ 
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one, and under-value the other; * 
to leave no room for Objection. 
I hope, nothing I have ſaid, 
will be underſtood to diſcourage 
Paſture of Milch-Cattle. Tillage 
and Dairies are ſo far from being 
inconſiſtent, that they really aſi 
and 1 improve each other. 111 is ne- 
ceſſary in Huſbandry, that Land 
under Tillage, ſhould have pro- 
per Intervals of Paſture; which, 
cannot be better employed, than 
in Dairies : And therefore, 1 Wer 
the Exportation of Butter, a 
Branch of our Trade, that — 5 
to be encouraged. But ſurely, 
this can, in no ſort, be urged as 
an Argument in favour o Dry- 
Cattle : For, although milch, | 
and barren Cattle are, in ſome. 
Meaſure, relative to each other ; 
they are. ſo far diſtin& and inde». 
Lr that the latter may be 
le; flened, without abridging 5 


former. 


(25) 
former. Indeed, the turning our 
Land from barren Cattle to Til- 
lage, inſtead of hurting our 


Dairies, would greatly improve 
them: For, the Milk now: con- 
ſumed in ſuckling barren Cattle, 
might then be employed in mak- 
ing Butter. Hence would ariſe, 
another Fund of Wealth to the 
Nation. The Butter of the Milk, 
at preſent, employed in ſuckling 
the Cattle we breed for Exporta- 
tion, valuing it at twenty Shillings 
a Hundred, and allowing halt a 
Hundred Weight for every Calf, 
would amount to ſo confiderable 
a Sum as 30447 l. per Annum. 
This, added to the Sum of 
 145,7671. abovementioned, makes, 
in the Whole, 1576, 214 l. The 
yearly Gain, that, on the loweſt 
Computation, might he expected 
from the Tillage propoſed. - 
1 Thus 


Tillage, on the national Wealth, 
and yet, it cannot be donbid, : 
that our Graziers find Paſture 
more for their private Gain. 
What are we then to expect? 
The Publick Good draws one 


10 able to that Objection: For, as 


th 26 * 
Thus -we ſee, the Influence of 


Way ; Private Intereſt. another 2 


It is eaſy to ſee the Conſequence. 
This is a national Evil; and, re- 
gauires a publick Remedy. 

4 Law-givers, alone, can unite the 


Our 


private Intereſt of the Farmer, 


and publick Good of the Nation; 
buy giving ſuch Encouragement to 
Tillage, as may be found neceſſa- 
ry for that End. A Law to diſ- 
2 courage Paſture, might carry ſome 
[appearance of Inju 


ice 1n 1t ; by 
| ting the private Property of 
_ thoſe, who employ their Land 1n 
that Manner: But, a Law to en- 
courage Tillage, could not be li- ' 


ſuch 


(27) 
{ach a Law, would not leſſen the 
Profit of Paſture ; it could not 
poſſibly occaſion any Loſs to Gra- 
Ziers ; but would greatly promote 
the publick Good, without hurt- 
ing the private Property of any 
Perſon whatſoever. Now, in or- 
der to recommend this Matter, 
more effectually, to the Conſide- 
ration of our Legiſlature 3 E ſhall 
mention ſome other Advantages, 
attending Tillage; no leſs valu- 
able to the Nation, than even 
Seth ad: oo 
The firſt of theſe; is the In- 
creaſe of our People. It is cer- 
tain, that the Power and Wealth 
of every Nation, depend on the 
Number of its Inhabitants, em- 
ployed in Labour; and, it is as 
certain, that the enlarging our 
Tillage, would greatly add to the 
Number of our labouring Hands. 
Where Paſture prevails, the low 
h = © "\Feopey 


* 
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(28) 
People are all Setvants to tlie 
rich; and a limited Number of 
them, is ſufficient for that Pur- 
poſe: Hence it is, that as they 
increaſe in Numbers, finding no 
Employment at home, on are 
under a Neceſſity of going abroad 
into ſome Foreign Service ; or of 
ſtaying in their own Country, 
without any ſettled Way of living, 
in Idleneſs and extreme Poverty. 
We have ſeen by Experience, in 
what Manner our common People 
have multiplied, ſince the late 
happy Revolution, in the Nor- 
thern Parts of Vreland, where Tile 
lage hath prevailed; notwith- 
ſtanding the Multitudes that have 
gone from thoſe Parts to America; 
and it is well known, we have not 
had any ſuch Increaſe of 'Pegple, 
in our Paſture Countries. There 
we ſee large Tracts of the beſt 
Land in the Kingdom almoſt un- 


Peopled; 


\C 29.) 
eopled ; inhabited only by a 
? fo Wretches, diſperſed among 


- 


the Beaſts of the Field; living in 
ſo miſerable a State of Poverty 
and Barbariſm, as is a Shame and 
Reproach to a Chriſtian Country; 
being more vile than the Condi- 
tion of Indian Savages. | 
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e employing our idle Hands, 
is another Advantage, to be had 
by increaſing our Tillage. Paſ- 
ture of barten Cattle, can afford 
but little Employment for our 
labouring People. Tallow is ca- 
poable of very little Manufactnre; 
Beef is thor capable of any ; the 
: Hands required in tanning are 
perfectly inconſiderable, when 
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Whatever promotes Labour, 
increaſes the National Wealth. 
This is a Truth, clear and certain, 
beyond all poſſibility of Contra- 
Jiion, Labour and Induſtry are, 
indeed, the Riches of every Coun- 
try. It is impoſſible, that a Na- 
tion, whoſe Hands are fully em- 
ployed, ſhould ever be poor. 

The Want of Labour for our 
common People, is a great Occa- 
ſion of Vice among them. An idle 
People are always vicious, as well 
as poor. Induſtry promotes Vir- 
tue; at leaſt, a Sort of negative 
Virtue ; it prevents Vice: A Na- 
tion and a private Perſon are to be 
conſidered, for this Purpoſe, in 
the ſame Li ght: Induſtry begets 

Wealth and 8110 pineſs to both; 
but Poverty and Miſery, Vice and 
Immorality, are the natural Off- 


Tin of Idleneſs. 
Fus! There 


* 
* 
- 


4 


(. 


There is yet another Advan- 
tage, to be had for the Increafe 


of Tillage, no leſs valuable than 
thoſe already mentioned; and 


that is, the Improvement of our 


Manufactures. It is certain, that 
whatever encreaſes the Demand, 


for any manufactured Commodity, 


encourages the Manufacture; and 
it is as certain, that ſelling cheap, 
is the beſt Method of enlarging 


the Demand. We have Rivals, 
in all our Manufactures; whom 


we ought, by all poſſible Means, 


to underſell: For which End, 
there is nothing ſo effectual, as 
keeping down the Price of La- 
bour; and that, can only be done, 


by encreaſing our Tillage. When 


Bread is at a low Price, our la- 
bouring People can, afford to 


work cheap: For which Reaſon, 


the Price of Labour always did, 


(32) 
and ever muſt, depend on the 
Price of Corn. 

The enlarging our "Tillage 
would Wann e introduce ana- 
ties among us; to ſtore up the 
Superfluities of a good Seaſon, 
for the Scarcity of a bad one; 
which would encourage, our Ma- 
nufactures, by. giving continual 
Plenty of Bread; enable our 
Merchants to wait 1 = a reaſona- 
ble Price, abroad; ſecure to our 
Farmers, a 4 Demand at 
home; enrich us, by the bad Sea- 
Tons of other. Counties 3 : and pre- 
vent the diſma Effects of ſuch 
Seaſons, 3 in our ,0WD. . 


The Encouragement . Til. 


i 


lage would not only improve our 
Manufactures in general, by keep- 
ing down the Price of Labour; 
—- would: have a particular Ef 
fect upon our Linnen Manufacture. 
If Gentlemen in the Paſture- 


Countries, 


— 
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Countries, found Tillage more 
profitable ;. they would naturally 
look out for Tenants, in the po- 
pulous —— of the 
North; and tranſplant into the 
Southern Part, Northern Farmers, 
ſkilful in the Linnen Manufacture; 
who, would ſoon extend over the 
whole * 0a that valuable 
Manufacture, preſent, con- 
fined to a * pn: par He The 
vaſt Addition, this would make 


to our Exports, could not il to 
enrich us. 


The Proteſtant! Religion, as 
well as the Linnen Manufacture, 
would be thereby extended into 
the . Popiſh Parts of Ireland ; 
which would greatly ſtrengthen 
and promote the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, and ſecure the Peace of 
the Kingdom. 

Moſt of the n Colo- 
oy, that have hitherto. been at- 
tempted, 


\ 


„ | 
tempted, in the Popiſh Parts of 
Ireland, were ſo weak, that they 
have not been able to ſtand their 
Ground, againſt the Natives of 
the Country, who imagine it their 
Intereſt to diſcourage them. It 
is, indeed, to be feared, that 
ſuch Colonies will never be ſuc- 
ceſsful; until the Gentlemen of 
thoſe Parts, univerſally find their 
Intereſt in Tillage. Whenever 
that comes to paſs, Northern Pro- 

teſtants will be tranſplanted into 
| the Popiſh Countries of the South, 
in ſuch Numbers, as will give 
them Strength; and, it will then 
become, the common Intereſt of 
the Gentlemen in the Country, to 

ſupport and protect thetn. | 
Any Perſon who had Leiſure to 
make a Progreſs through the 
Kingdom, and ſee what a vaſt 
Difference there is, between the 
Common- people, in the ſeveral 
52055 Parts 


\ 
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Parts of it, would y 
other Argument in favour of Til- 
lage. Our Common- people in the 
Northern Parts, are not much to 


be boaſted of, for their Wealth 


or Manner of Living; and yet, 


they are greatly ſuperior to thoſe 
of the Paſture-Countries: Indeed 
the Poverty of the latter, 1s ſcarce 
to be paralled in any other Nation. 
Their Cloathing 1s Rags; their 
Houſes, Hovels, fitter for Swine 


than Human Creatures ; and, the 


Scantineſs and Naſtineſs of their 
Food, are hardly to be conceived. 
It is aſtoniſhing to ſee ſuch a Dif- 
ference, in the People of ſo ſmall 
a Kingdom. We find among out 
Common-people, in thoſe Parts 
where Tillage abounds, warm 


Houſes, clean and decent ApP - 
fac- 


rel, wholeſome Food, Manufac- 
tures, Induſtry, and the Proteſtant 
Religion: Among thoſe of the 
12 F Paſture- 
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Paſture- countries, there is nothing 
to be found but Miſery and Pover- 
ty, Rudeneſs and Barbarity, Sloth, 
Idleneſs, and Popiſh Ignorance. 

Before I part with this Subject, 
I muſt mention a Circumſtance in 
our Trade, that ſeems to call up- 
on us, in a particular Manner at 
this Time, to diſcourage Paſture 
of barren Cattle. 
The People of Ireland having, 
for many Years, exported more 
Beef than could be conſumed in 
Europe ; large Quantities of that 
Commodity, were ſent to the Weſt- 
Indies But, ſome of the Colonies 
on the Continent of America, find- 
ing themſelves Owners of great 
Tracts of Land, without Hands 
to till it; have lately fallen 
into that Branch of Trade; and 
now ſupply the MVeſi-Indiau Ulands 
with Beef, at a much cheaper 
Rate, than it can poſſibly, be 
„„ BAGRRE © 


(37) 
afforded by any peopled Country.” 
Thus have we loſt ſome of our 
beſt Markets, for the principal 
Commodity arifing from Paſture 
of barren Cattle; without a Like 
lyhood of | diſcovering any new 
Demand, to recompenſe the 
Loſs: Yet, we have not made the 
leaſt Addition to our Tillage, on 
that Account ; but ſtill continue 
to keep as much Land under black 
Cattle, as formerly: Which, gives 
us ſuch Quantities of Beef, ſo far 
exceeding the preſent Demand, 
that we are glad to ſell it at any 
Rate. Such is our Fondneſs for 
Paſture of that Nature : Not con- 
ſidering, that by exporting leſs, 
we oaks nl 1 65 much the 
dearer; that the Price of all pe- 
riſhable Commodities, riſes and 
falls in proportion to the Scarcity 
or Plenty of the Commodity; 
and, that we might reaſonably ex- 
5 F 2 pecꝭ 


(33) 
pect as much Money, for one half 
or two thirds of the Quantity we 
now export, as all that ariſes at 
preſent from this Branch of our 
Trade. It muſt be owned, the 
Demand of Beef hath increaſed a 
little, this Year : But, that In- 
creaſe, cannot be expected to con- 
tinue. 10 
The Antients underſtood Hus- 
bandry, and the Importance of it, 
much better than we do. They 
regarded it as an Art or Science; 
a Branch of Learning, that re- 
quired a Courſe of Reading and 
Study, to underſtand it. Their 
beſt Authors, moſt of their Phi- 
loſophers, nay, ſeveral of their 
Kings wrote Books upon it. 
There were no leſs than fifty 
Writers, upon that Subject, in 
Greece alone. Huſbandry was: 
honoured, in thoſe Times; and 
deemed an Employment, n | 
4290 2 0 
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of che greateſt Men. It was in 


ſuch Efteem, among the Romans, 
that Perſons of the firſt Rank; til- 
ted their Lands with their own 
Hands ; and were frequently taken 
from the Plough, to be placed in 
the higheſt Offices of the State. 
The wiſeſt Princes among the An- 
tients, regarded it as a Matter of 
the higheſt Importance; and made 
it the chief Object of their Go- 
vernment and Policy. Hiſtorians 
tell us, that moſt of the great 
Nations, which have ariſen in the 
different Ages of the World, owed 
their Grandeur to Huſbandry: 
That Huſbandry not only gave 
them Wealth, but Strength and 
Vigour, both of Body and Mind; 
inuted them to Labour, and the 
Injuries of the Weather; and fit- 
ted them for the Toil of War. 
The Aſſyrians, Perſians, E ppt 
ans, Greeks, and Romans, all ex- 


celled 


(40) 

celled in Huſbandry. The A- 
rian and Perfian Governors who 
promoted it, were rewarded ; and 
thoſe, puniſhed, who aufen it 
to be negletted. The prodigious 
Wealth of antient Fcily, was whol- 
ly imputed to their extraordinary 
Sill and Induſtry in Tillage. 
The immenſe Riches of Egypt, 
were attributed to the ſame Chaſe. 
It would be endleſs to mention all 
the Inſtances. of this Kind; that 
are to be met with, in the antient 
Hiſtorians. Indeed, we ſcarce 
find in Hiſtory, either Antient or 
Modern, a wealthy or a powerful 
Nation; that- was not remarkable | 

for Huſbandry. 
It hath been the endet Poli- 
cy. of the People of England, in 
all Ages, by all poſſible Means, 
to promote Tillage. - They FP 74 
Lens for that End, almoſt as ear- 


oY l 1 
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ly as the Conqueſt. (1) In the 
Reign of Henry VII. Penalties 
were inflicted for ſuffering Houſes 
of Huſbandry to decay; and for 
not laying out Land, convenient 
for Tillage, to maintain them. 
(2) In the ſucceeding Reign, con- 
verting Tillage into ) Paſture, was 
regarded as lo great a Crime, that 
the Offender forfeited a full Moie- 
ty of his Land, to the immediate 
Lord of the * (3) In the 
Reign of Edward VI. a Law was 
made, that ſo much Land ſhould 
be. tilled, as had been employed 
four Years in that Manner, at any 
Time in forty two Years, next be- 
fore the making of the Act; on 
Pain of forfeiting five Shillings an 


(1) 20 Hex. III. c. 4. 13 Evw. I. 
OO 3. 3 +3767 nt $3618 
(2) 4 Hen. VII. c. 19. 
(3) 7 Hen, VIII. c. 1. 27 Hen, VIII. 
6 1. * | 
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() 
Acre. (1) In the Reign'of Philip 
and Mary, the Law that had been 
made in Henry VIPs Reign, for 
encouraging 8 Was con- 
firmed; and Commiſſioners were 
appointed to enquire, hear, and 
determine Offences againſt it; 
with Power to bind the Offenders 
by Recognizance, for rebuilding 
decayed Houſes of Huſbandry; 
and for converting Paſture into 
Tillage. (2) In the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, a Law was made, 
that all ſuch Lands as had been in 
Tillage, in any one Year, and ſo 
kept four Years, at any Time in 
thirty five Years next before the 
making of the Act, ſhould be 
plowed, and kept in Tillage, ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Soil, 
and Cuſtom of tlie Country; on 


(2) 2 and 3 En. and Ma, c. 2. 
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Pain of forfeiting 10s. an Acre 


yearly, to the Perſon entitled to 
the Remainder or Reverſion; and, 


in his Default, to the immediate 


Lord of the Fee; and, in his De- 


covered by Diſtreſs. (i) The vari- 
ous Laws that have been made in 
England, almoſt in every Reign, 
ſince that of Henry VI. for re- 


— 'the Corn-trade; and a- 
bove all, 


the Premiums (2) given 


for the Exportation of Corn, by 


a Law made in the Reign of our 
Deliverer Ki 


found of late Years, clearly x 


When it is at 48 5. per Duarte 
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Milliam; for how. 
Inconvenient fo ever they wy be 


that Tillage is, and ever hath 


4 

been, the Darling of that wiſe 
People. They do not think the 
Product of the Soil, a ſufficient 
Recompence for the Huſbandman's 
Labour; but reward his Toil, by 
large Sums of Money, paid him 
_ out of the publick Treaſure. 
Whether Premiums: of this Na- 
ture be agreeable to the Circum- 
ſtances of this Country, 1 thall 
not at preſent enquire. © The Sta- 
tute of 25 Henry VIII. c. 13: 
was alſo made to promote Hus- 
bandry: The Preamble of which, 
is ſo perfectly agreeable to the 
preſent Circumſtances of this 
Kingdom ; that Iſhall beg Leave 
to tranſcribe. Part of it in the 
Words of the Act. 

© Divers of the King's Subjects 
of this Realm, to whom God, 
of his Goodneſs, hath diſpoſed 
« great | Abundance of / moveable 
As "op yy 


y ſtudied 


Ways and Meat gt i they 
1 might accumulsre and ow 
© to gether, into feãũ A 

15 well great Multitudes of Farms, | 
© as great Plenty of Cattle *, » © 
putting ſuch Land as chey can 

«get, to Paſture, and not to Til- 
lage. Whereby they have not 
< only pulled doin Churches and 
0 Tow „ * but alſo have 
© raiſed and ſafes the Prices 
Hof all Manner of Corn; 2 S 
+ almoſt above double the Prices 
© which have been - accuſtomed : 
©. By reaſon whereof, a marvellous. 
Multitude and Number of the 
People of this Realm, be not 
able to provide Meat, Drink 
© and Cloths, neceſſary for them- 
& Den, their Wives and Chil- 
£ dren but, be ſo diſcouraged 
„ wich ch Miſery. and Poverty, that 
0 _ fall 0 to. Robbery, and 
G 2 « other 


þ 
: 
J 
|: 
1 


the ancient common 


N exempted Beaſts of the 


f (46) 
o other Inconveniencies ; or pit 


c 7 die for Hunger and Cold. 


s Which Things be prin- 
pally, to the high Dif] nen 
9 Almighty God, „ to the 
c "icing of the King s Peo- 
ple; „, and, in Concluſion, 


4 11 Remedy be not found, it ay 


© turn to the utter DeftruQion an 
© Deſolation of this Realm : : 
„Which God defend” 
Thus we ſee, how the Lawgi- 
vers of England, have acted in the 
Matter o Huſbandry, for theſe 
five or fix hundred Years. Indeed, 
we may trace the Example of 
that Nation, ſtill higher, in their 
Common Law; which ſpeaks the 
Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, long 
before the Date of their oldeſt 
written Laws. It was from a par- 
ticular Regard to Tillage, — 


w of 


Plough 


4 


„ 
Plough from Diſtreſſes, and pro- 
tected them even againſt the Land- 
lord himſelf; where any other 


Diſtreſs could be found. Al- 


though that Privilege for the En- 
couragement of Manufactures, was 
afterwards extended to all Utenſils 
of a Man's Trade or Profeſſion. 
To the Example of England, in 
this Matter, may be added, that 


of all other civilized Nations. 


The Love of Eaſe, which is, in 


ſome Degree, natural to all Couny 


tries, inclines Men to Paſture : 


Inſomuch, that all Nations, Ire- 
land only excepted, have found it 
neceſfary to ballance that prevail- 
ing Inclination of the human 
Mind, by Laws for the Encou- 

ragement of Tillage. - Whether 
we, of this Ifland, have more or 
leſs Occaſion than our Neighbours, 
for Inducements to Labour; whe- 
ther lazy Paſture be the — 


(48) 

of our Natives, and the Toil of 
Huſbandry, their Averſion; whe- , 4 
ther the 17 be not ſlothful, to a” | 
Proverb ;. and whether there ever 
was a Ne ation, in any Age, where 
Laws to encourage Induſtry, were 
more wanted; I ſhall leave to yo 
impartial Reader. N 

It miſt be owned, we . a 
ſmall Effort in this Kingdom, for 
the Encouragement of Tillage, by 
a Law made in the Beginning of 
Queen Ann's Reign, (1) giving a 
Præmium of one Shillin g. — 
Quarter, for exporting 
Barley, Rye, on Malt ; and. — 
Shilling and ſix Pence for Wheat. 
But, as thoſe Præmiums are only 
to be given, when Malt, Bare, 
and Barley, are 1o low As. ten 


Shillings per Dun; 75 Wen nine 


. 6 Ann. c. 18. 
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They are, at preſent, of no Uſe, 
We allo. diſcovered ſome Re- 


card for Tillage, by a Law made 
in the Beginning of the preſent 


Reign; (4) which enacts, that five 
Acres in the Hundred, ſhall be 


every where plowed ; on Pain of 


forfeiting forty Shillings for every 
Acre unplowed. But that Law, 
hath been found, by Experience 
to be of little or no avail, for the 
Purpoſe intended. 


I believe, I may venture to af- 
firm,' that Ireland, inconſiderable 


as it is in Extent, hath exported 
more Beef, for many Vears, than 
all the reſt of Europe. Surely any 
Foreigner who heard this, would 
naturally conc lude, that our Coun- 
try was a Deſart; that we wanted 


Hands to till our Ground; or, 


61) 1 Gxoe II. c. 10. 


that 
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that our People were ſo rude and 
uncivilized, as not to ſabmit to 
the Toil of Huſbandry. Indeed, 
when we conſider, that Huſban- 
dry and Manufactures are the Ef- 
fect of Government and Laws; 
that Idleneſs and Paſture: are a- 
greeable only to a State of Na- 
ture; and that the People of Ire- 
land have been ſo far civilized, 
for ſeveral hundred Years, as to 
have had a Form of Civil Govern» 
ment eſtabliſhed among them; it 
is amazing to find ſo much of our 
Country, ſtill remaining, in its 
primitive State of Paſture and 
Barbariſm. oH er 
The Miſeries our People ſuffer 
for Want of Corn, make our Ne- 
glect of Tillage ſtill more ſurpriz- 
ing. We ſcarce have a bad Sea. 
ſon, in-{reland, that is not follow- 
ed by a Famine, among the Com- 
 mon-people ; which never fails to 

on drive 


ts 


drive Multitudes of our beſt Hands 
out of the Kingdom, to ſeek their 
Bread in Foreign Countries. The 
Calamities of the Year 1728, and 
the Beginning of the Vear 1729, 
are ſtill freſh in our Memories; 
when many of the poorer Sort, in 
the Northern Parts, who were not 
able to fly from the Famine, which 
then raged among them, perithed 
under it, and dyed in their native 
Country for Want of Food: And 
many more would have had the 
ſame miſerable Fate; had they 
not been happily preſetved, by an 
uncommon Charity; chiefly pro- 
moted and ond e by a moſt 
Reverend Prelate. 

To ſee Famine, 1 in ſuch a Coun- 
try as this, is really aſtoniſhing, 
Our Soil, fruitful ; almoſt one 
Half of our Hands, "unemployed ; 
more than one half of our Lad, 
a untilled; and, at the ſame Time, 


0 A our 
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our People dying, for Want of 
Bread. I am apt to think, this 
would ſeem a Paradox, any where, 
but in Irelaud. 

Our Policy, in this Manner, 5 1s 
the more ſurpriſing ; in Re 
that Nature hath given us A ran 
tages in Tillage, beyond moſt. o- 
ther Countries. The Iſland is ſo 
narrow, and hath ſo many natural 
Harbours, that there are few Parts 
of it. above thirty Miles diſtant 
from Water- carriage; and, we 
might excel all the neighbouring 
Nations in Land- carriage, by 
making proper Uſe of our Mate- 
rials for Roads. Indeed, the 
Number of fine Harbours, this 
Kingdom enjoys, without the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance from Art; the 
vaſt Plenty we find of the beſt 
Materials for Roads, treaſured up 
in the Earth, wherever there 1s 
Occaſion ; 4 the great Number of 
| | Rivers, 


* 
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Rivers, we abound in, conſidering 
the Smallneſs of our Iſland; ſomne 
of which are navigable by Nature; 
others, capable of being made ſo, 

by a very little Help from Art: 

The navigable Bays or Arms of 

the Sea, which, in many Places, 

run a conſiderable Length, into 
the Country; and, above all, the 
natural Goodneſs of our Soil, are 
ſo many Demonſtrations, that 

Nature intended this Iſland for a 

Corn- country. I ſhall purſue this 

Subject no further; but leave it 

to the Conſideration of our Law 

givers; to whom, Inquiries of this 

Nature properly belong. It is 

their Buſineſs, and theirs albne, 

to ſearch the Cauſes of our natio- 
nal Evils; becauſe they alone, 
have Power to cure them. They 
are the proper Perſons to enquire, 
whether a great Part of our Caſh, 
hath already been exhauſted, by 
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by kiSthet ſuch a — 
not add to our Numbers; emplioy 
our Hands; improve our Manu- 
factuſes; tre then the Prote- 
ant Intereſt among us increaſe 
the national Wealth 
human Pro ility, nake 
flouriſhing, and 
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